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OnJanuary 1, 2015the Samaritan Communitpumbered777.

Future Events
It has been 3654 years since the entrance into the Holy Land

(Samaritands typical <cal

2016
Special prayer on Wednesday evening, April 6, 2016
New beginning i Month of Spring I Thursday, April 7, 2016
Passover Sacrifice i Wednesday Evening, April 20, 2016

[Calculated by: Priest Yakkiir ['Aziz] b. High Priest Jacob b. 'Azzi
I Kiriat Luza, Mount Gerizim]
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THE VALMADONNA TRUST LIBRARY: PART | MAGNiBEKZENT
mag5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=8aijo4rg3fR6BNUSCRIPTS AND THE BOMBERGUD

22 DECEMBER 2(150:00 AM ESNEW YORK
The Valmadonna Trust Library: Part |
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/2015/valmadonnrtust-library-part-i-n09443.html

Samaritan Torah Scroll (Aktab€adisha),

Land of Israel [ca. 1166, Scribe: Shalmah ben
Abraham bar Yosef of Sarepta]

Estimate 40,000t 80,000USD

LOT SOLD62,500 USIHammer Price with
Buyer's Premium)



http://shomron0.tripod.com/TheSamaritanUpdateIndex.htm
https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=8aijo4rq3f7o8
https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=8aijo4rq3f7o8
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.1.html

Samaritan Pentateuch (Arhuta Kadishta),
Land of Israel: late 14ttearly 15thcentury
Estimate:80,000t 120,000USD

LOT SOLB7,500 USPHHammer Price with
Buyer's Premium) ‘
SAMARITAN PENTATEUCAND OF ISRAEL; 14 °
15TH CENTURY

Samaritans, who claim descent from the post
Solomoniaorthern Israelite kingdom, only {illilh :
include only the Five Books of Moses in their a ————

biblical canon. While they do not recognize divine

authorship or inspiration in any other book of the Hebrew Bible, they do maintain aaoonical
secular version of the boak Joshua. This exceedingly rare miniature Samaritan biblical codex was
formerly in the fabled collection of David Solomon Sassoon (est. $80/120,000).
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http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadontirust-library-part-i-
n09443/lot.1.html
http://www.sothebys com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonnraust-library-part-i-
n09443/lot.2.html

Kedem Public Auction House Ltd

Rare and Important Itemisy Kedem Public Auction
House LtdDecember 2, 2015 Jerusalem, Israel

Lot 76: Samaritan Torah ScrgNablus,20th Century
Auction no. 48 Realized Price: $7,000 Verified

http://www.invaluable.com/auctionlot/samaritan
torah-scrolknablus;20th-century-76-c-6e94539ade
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tadaga alRakaen and his Commentary on Genesis
H. Shehadetuniversity of Helsinki

In this study an attempt is made to shed light on a central subject in the field of
Samaritanism that has not yet received adequiateestigation despite the
progress madén recent decades. Already in the first international conference on
Samaritan studies, held the Holy Land in 1988, | called attention to the need to
investigate the Samarita@xegesis on the Torah. This exegesigritten almost
entirely in Middle Arabicand &G A f f  dzy LJdzof AAKSR® { I RFIjI
Genesis is the oldest such work to come ddwmis almost in its entirety, and in
two manuscripts. Samaritan commentaries on the enfiozah indeed existed in
the Middle Ages, but have not survived. The Samaritan Tdiffdrs from the
Masoretic Torah in over 6, 000 cases.

The following subjects are discussed in this study.



http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.2.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.1.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.1.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.2.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.2.html
http://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/samaritan-torah-scroll-nablus,-20th-century-76-c-6e94539ade
http://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/samaritan-torah-scroll-nablus,-20th-century-76-c-6e94539ade
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manuscripts in number, purchased in Nablus in 1864.
B) A survey of the exegesis of the Samaritan Torah: what has been studied and whegmasblished
to date?
C) Who wasiadaga alRakan, who died in 12237 A sample of his opinions and paetngeredinto
Hebrew.
D)ladaga aRakenQa O2YYSy il NB 2y DSy SaAay Librargin @xfrd ardzy G A
other manuscripts at the National Library of Russia iP&tersburg.
E) What portions ol Rl lj I Q& O2YYSy Gl NE KIFI @S 06SSy LJzof AaKSH
F)il R leke@elical methods accompanied by examples.
1) Literal, homiletic and symbolic.
2) The method of similes.
3) Removal of anthropomorphism.
4) Etymology, Semantics and linguistic analysis.

A systematic and comprehensive study of Badleian manuscript, which consists of Z6Bos, provides
the core ofthis study. | began publishiniy Rl |j Q& O 2 YpMl8njhary eNiBon ik & serfes:

The first four parts, which include the first forty chaptefdGenesis, were published 20142015 in
WYY YENRGEY | LIRF (Siss@rfial Vaiiants of Gam il 34\t theiNatidral Librénsof
Russia in St. Petersburg Vol added to the list of variants.

Read the article in Hebrewattp://shomronO.tripod.com/articles/alHasad 5.pdf

http://shomron0.tripod.com/2014/julaug.pdf
http://shomronO.tripod.com/2014/novdec.pdf
http://shomron0.tripod.com/2015/mayjune.pdf
http://shomron0.tripod.com/2015/julyaugust.pdf

Also see:

Differences between the Samaritans and the Jews
Written in Arabic byHaseeb Shehadeh
http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/differencesinarabic.pdf

hy | al vy dza ONPdIF rear Treid ¥ & Ndnd Bk (E 62014 (Full Versior)y
Haseeb Shehadeh

New Publication:

The History of the Israelite KeepeBased on Their Own
Sources

ByBenyamim Tsedaka

A.B.- Institute of Samaritan Studies Press

Holon, Israel; Mount Gerizim, Samaria

The book is written in modern Hebrew by Benyamim Tsedaka, a
covers the period from Joshua bin Nun (17th century BCE) to the
present (2015 CE).

It is the third major lifework of Benyamim's extensive writing care
and is the highlight of his 106 publications.

R



http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/al-Hasad_5.pdf
http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/differencesinarabic.pdf
http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/Maqaal_alkhulf__full.pdf

It was published in Holon, Israel, on 17 November 2015 by the A.B. Institute of Samaritan Studies, with
the help of theMinistry of Culture of the State of Israel.

Benyamim dedicates his book to the Israelite Samaritan community, each family has received a
complimentary copy.

The Israelite Keepers almost disappeared completely, their numbers having fallen to 141 inglividual
1919. Today, the community is
thriving, comprising some 800 NPT DA
souls, with a promising future
guaranteed by the grace of the [EAMEAN
Almighty. D2oRIN
The book is divided into 120
chapters. At the end of each
chapter detailed references to
the sources for that chaptera
provided. The entire book is
written in the traditional
vocabulary of the Torah, which
gives it a unique style. This work
is the result of painstaking
research carried out over ten
years. During this time Benyamin
reviewed all the Israelite Samaritarmsivn resources, historical collections, ancient manuscripts, poetry,
Midrash and Halacha.

He found relevant material in hundreds of letters written by members of the community over a period of
five hundred years, and in thousands of documents in the arshovéhe second president of Israel, the

late Yitzhak Ben Zvi. Yitzhak Ben Zvi who was a tlithee to, and patron of the Israelite Samaritans,

from his first meetings with them in his early 20s, until his death in 1963.

This is the most complete hisioal collection, since ancient times. It encompasses 10 groups of sources,
including the 14th century unfinished work of Abu Elfath Hadinfi, who came from Damascus ih3E352

on the instruction of the IsraelitSamaritan High Priest, Phinhas b. Yusefafidnan (High Priest in the

years 13081363 CE). Abu Elfath wrote in Arabic, describing the period from the time of Joshua bin Nun
up to the tenth century CE, 350 years before his own time.

The 450 pages of this new book are divided into 900 columns, iwith humbered consecutively so they
can be quoted or referenced conveniently.

¢KS 0221 O02YLX SYSyda (KS FdziK2NDa SIFENIASN 62N
Samaritans, which draws on external sources to give a complete pictureabfthe Samaritans wrote,
compared with what was written about them.

The price of the new book in Israel is $150 (ILS 600)

In the rest of the world it costs $200 (ILS 800), including shipping.

Orders: through the secure PayPal button on this page Iseadeéiepers of the website israelite
samaritans.com

Or from A.B: Institute of Samaritan Studies, P.Bbx 1029, Holon, 5811001, Israel.
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The Tragedy of the IsraelitS&amaritans and Their Ancient Manuscripts
ByBenyamim Tsedaka.B.- Institute of Samaritan Studies
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TheSamaritanUpdate.com November/ December@15
Tuesday, November 24, 2015

| had the pleasure today to accept the invitation\df. David Wachtel one of the directorsof 2 1 K S 6 & ¢
the international public auction company in its New York branch to come and see two ancient Israelite
Samaritan manuscripts that will be given to sale in the public auction of December 22, 2015.

Myself consulting fromime to time with dealers of antiquities and public auction companies in Israel and
abroad, helping institutions and private collectors in cataloging and identifying such manuscripts and
adding under request my own estimation of the value of each itemdInmacontact so far with
{20KS0&Qad ¢2RI& gta GKS FTANRG GAYSE 0SOldaS a
aware to my work in cataloging Israeli@&maritan manuscripts.
o : The source of these two
manuscripts of the small collection
of Israelite Samaritan Manuscripts
bought mostly in public auctions
from the large collection owned by
late famous collector David
Sassoon of Bombay and London.
These two and others were bought
by Mr. Jack Lunzer of Valmadonna
Trust, London for his own
collection.

. To make the story short, | was so
excited to see again the two
manuscripts after 15 years when |
cataloged the entire collection
with the permission of Mr. Lunzer

The more important othe two is a long fragment of the Pentateuch containgred|Book of Genesis and

the first eight chapters of Exodus, divided into columns and written on a pure sheepNskitiloubt one

of the most ancient manuscripts in the world today. Another fragnadrthe same scroll of

Deutercmomy 934, | found in the Klaulrary of Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati and published its
details in the catalog of all 61 Israelite Samaritan Manuscripts in that library in 2012. Another fragment o
this scroll of the Pdateuch of the last chapters of Leviticus and the beginning chapters of Numbers |
found incidentallywith Mr. David Sofeiin
London.

Since the fragmenfound at theHebrew
Union College, Cincinnaiincludespart
from an unknown copyist isnownto be
dated= 114 CE, in the city of Gerar, the
ancientname of Ashgelomorth of Gaza,
wherea written testimony of the famous
JewishtravelerBenjamin of Tudelavhen
he visited the city in 1187 CEecording300
Israelite Samaritan familigbere at that
time.

NJD



TheSamaritanUpdate.com November/ December@15
In that part of the testimony also mentioned that this Pentatepistone of two of the same unknown
copyist dedicated to the Synagogue of Ashgelon, might be due to growth of the comrandibye of
the synagogues there.

During the persecution dhe Astgelon communitysome of the ancient manuscripts found their way to
the Shechem [Nablus] synagogue. The deteriorated arege kept in the Nahls synagogue Geniza
1348mssfragmentswere sold by the Samaritan leaders in 1864 to the Russian Karaite Chacham
Abraham Firkovitz. The rest of the ruined fragmentse sold to American and European visitors since
then. This fact explains why there are fragments of the same scrolls in different collections.

Concerning the other
manuscript for sale it is a
small Petateuch codex

also written onmostly

sheep skin. The exact date
of copying is missing but no
doubt the manuscript was
written in the 14h century
or early 1%h century.Other
small sizednanuscripts of
the Pentateucharelocated
now in Jolm Ryland Library
in Manchester, England and
Linder Museum of the
Smithsonian in Washington
DC. Thepecialtyof the

small sized Pentateuch was
in use by Samaritapriests

who wouldhang them on their necks to read most of the day.

ItQ@a pity that large collections of ancient manuscriptsEurope being sold oiffi piecesat many public
auctions, some times without knowing who bought them, but at least it is known that they are kept well
in any place.

Most of the 4000 Israelite Samaritdanuscripts sold by the Israelite Samaritans during thig-PDth
centurieswasat the time of awful poverty and decreasing numbef Samaritanfom hundreds to 141
individuals in March 1919 [today app. 800].

Now, ancient Israelite Samaritan manuscrigte some of the most valued manuscripts in public
auctions.

Benyamim Tsedaka

Picturesfrom B. Tsedakeé&8amaritan Scroll and codex of the Pentateuch for sale

On December 1) Benyamim Tsedaka posted bis Facebook paggeveral photos from the collection

of IsraeliteSamaritan Manuscripts in the Library of Hebrew Union College, Cincinraty/ y & ¢ N2 (i S

precise and clear is the handwriting that has been well protected. It was copied in Askkeland K y n

/
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https://www.facebook.com/ben.sedaka
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{ 2 OA S &sSmQitminadzCall For Papers

s ts Société d'Etudes Samaritaines

Dear Colleagues,
| would like to invite you to present a paper at the 9th Congress of tBeO A Sid&s R Q9

samaritainesthat will be held in Prague, from July 31 to Augu2@L6. Please, write me the
topic of your paper with a short summary before March 31, 2016.

The congress will be held at the Protestant Theological Faculty, Charles University in
t N} 3dzS> 2 BoX529, G5 55 CedritRepublic.

The participants athe congress will be accommodated in two hotels in the Old CiBrajue,
near the Old Town square. Both hotels will give to the participants of the congriess much
lower than usual in this historical locality. Please, write me at your ead@senience the
dates of your arrival and departure, and if you want a single room or a foomore persons.
Please, write me the information concerning your accommodation beftaesch 31, 2016. The
date is the same as for the papers.

The hotels are about Iminutes by walk from the Protestant Theological Facultyere the
congress will be held. For that reason, those, who want to resenazammmodation in closer
proximity of the faculty, are free to book by themselves.

The breakfast will be served in thetels. Unfortunately, we cannot organize thanches and
the dinners; our university has no appropriate capacity for that in the city center.

The amount of the conference fee will be specified later, when we are able to estiheate
expenses related to #hcongress.

For any information please write to mdusek@etf.cuni.gz
Yours sincerely,

Wy 5RizDS |

Centre for Biblical Studies, Protestant Theological Faculty
Charles University

Cerna 9, P.O.Box 529
CZ115 55, Praha 1. Czech Republic

Seethe SociétéR @@lessamaritaineswebsite athttp://www.socsam.org/

PresidentMagnar Kartveit
Vicepresident:Stefan Schorch
SecretaryArnaud Sérandour

TreasurerUrsula SchattneiRieser



http://www.socsam.org/

Naor Ban Abraahnposted this on his facebook page on Dec. 11,
2015

Nota:

Shomrey ha Tord Maranh&o parabenizar nossos Candidatos

O SrAriel Haddad Ben Abraahm

E o Sr. Ed Ben Abraahm pela postura , carinho e dedicacéo para

com a nossa Comunidade. FranklinAdrna Pyetro Gad

YossefEli Ben Abraahnsan TardidMlosheh Ben MazaBen
SedakaAriel Haddad Ben Abraahmalex de Moraisind Aryah Ben Abraahm

Brazil has a large number of people that believe in the Samaritans and their Torah. The group has been
stimulatedby the support ofSamaritarBenyamim Tsedaka

Past Lecture at the University of Wyoming sponsored by their Department of Religious Studies
Thursday, September 17, 2015

ProfessoMenachem Mot University of Haifa will present two lectures
on Thursday, September 17, 2015. Please attend as follows:

120HYop LIOY®S . dzaAySaa .dzaif RAWIZ w22Y T a{l YIN
2 K2 | NB ¢KS&aKée

Abstract: Classic Jewish sources make it clear that they were considered

Jews who had relinquished Judaism but would be accepted if they

I OOS LI SR & WS NHZSIOUS2 yI y2RF (0KKSS NSSA oRNINI G2 K2 A a |

{ I Y NI tiotlyyligpéited in ancient Jewish sourtesmerged again in

modern Israel with respect to the Law of Return, when they wanted to

immigrate from Nablus to Israel and live as part of Israeli society. The first

part of this lecture discusses a variety of ancient sources; the second part

adzNpSea Kz2g (GKSAS O2yaARSNIGA2ya AyTfdzsSYyOSR @K
Sourcehttp://www.uwyo.edu/relstds/guestspeakers/

Digitale Samaritanen: erfgoed en het Palestijfgaélisch conflict

Amerikaans onderzoeker Jim Ridolfo probeert de Samaritanen via digitalisering opnieuw toegang te
geven tot hun erfgoed. De kleinste religieuze minderheid in hetdédiland verloor door de eeuwen

heen immers veel van haar religieuze manuscripten. Deze onvervangbare werken liggen nu verspreid in
de archieven van tientallen landen. Met herwonnen toegang tot hun erfgoed, hopen de Samaritanen als
brug te kunnen dienen ihet Palestijndsraélisch conflict.

C.H.l.P.S. StampMedjd om Cassauwers
http://www.dewereldmorgen.be/artikel/2015/11/20/digitalesamaritanererfgoeden-het-palestijns
israelischconflict

L



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008720859632&fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/ariel.haddad.1
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008989368641
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008989368641
https://www.facebook.com/eli.silva.1441
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100010091283844
https://www.facebook.com/MoshebenMazal
https://www.facebook.com/ben.sedaka
https://www.facebook.com/ben.sedaka
https://www.facebook.com/ariel.haddad.1
https://www.facebook.com/alex.demorais.5
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009528020189
http://www.uwyo.edu/relstds/guest-speakers/
http://www.dewereldmorgen.be/artikel/2015/11/20/digitale-samaritanen-erfgoed-en-het-palestijns-israelisch-conflict
http://www.dewereldmorgen.be/artikel/2015/11/20/digitale-samaritanen-erfgoed-en-het-palestijns-israelisch-conflict
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008720859632&fref=photo

