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Your link to the Samaritan Update Index  

 

On January 1, 2015, the Samaritan Community numbered 777.  
 

Future Events 
It has been 3654 years since the entrance into the Holy Land 

 (Samaritanôs typical calendar)  
  

2016 
Special prayer on Wednesday evening, April 6, 2016 

New beginning ï Month of Spring ï Thursday, April 7, 2016 
Passover Sacrifice ï Wednesday Evening, April 20, 2016 

 
[Calculated by: Priest Yakkiir ['Aziz] b. High Priest Jacob b. 'Azzi 

ï Kiriat Luza, Mount Gerizim] 

~~~~~~~~~~~  
  

{ƻǘƘŜōȅΩǎ Auction Results 
 
THE VALMADONNA TRUST LIBRARY: PART I MAGNIFICENT https://us-
mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=8aijo4rq3f7o8MANUSCRIPTS AND THE BOMBERG TALMUD 
22 DECEMBER 2015 |  10:00 AM EST NEW YORK 
The Valmadonna Trust Library: Part I  
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443.html  
 

 
Samaritan Torah Scroll (Aktaba Kadisha), 
Land of Israel [ca. 1166, Scribe: Shalmah ben 
Abraham bar Yosef of Sarepta] 
Estimate: 40,000 τ 80,000 USD 
LOT SOLD. 162,500 USD (Hammer Price with 
Buyer's Premium)  
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http://shomron0.tripod.com/TheSamaritanUpdateIndex.htm
https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=8aijo4rq3f7o8
https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=8aijo4rq3f7o8
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.1.html
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Samaritan Pentateuch (Arhuta Kadishta), 
Land of Israel: late 14thςearly 15th century 
Estimate: 80,000 τ 120,000 USD 
LOT SOLD. 87,500 USD (Hammer Price with 
Buyer's Premium) 
SAMARITAN PENTATEUCH - LAND OF ISRAEL, 14-
15TH CENTURY 
Samaritans, who claim descent from the post-
Solomonic northern Israelite kingdom, only 
include only the Five Books of Moses in their 
biblical canon. While they do not recognize divine 
authorship or inspiration in any other book of the Hebrew Bible, they do maintain a non-canonical 
secular version of the book of Joshua. This exceedingly rare miniature Samaritan biblical codex was 
formerly in the fabled collection of David Solomon Sassoon (est. $80/120,000). 
 
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-
n09443/lot.1.html  
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-
n09443/lot.2.html  
 

Kedem Public Auction House Ltd 
 
Rare and Important Items by Kedem Public Auction 
House Ltd December 2, 2015 Jerusalem, Israel 
 
Lot 76: Samaritan Torah Scroll ς Nablus, 20th Century 
Auction no. 48 - Realized Price: $7,000 Verified 
 
http://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/samaritan-
torah-scroll-nablus,-20th-century-76-c-6e94539ade  
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

ṻadaqa al-Ṝakơm and his Commentary on Genesis 
H. Shehadeh University of Helsinki 

 
In this study an attempt is made to shed light on a central subject in the field of 
Samaritanism that has not yet received adequate investigation despite the 
progress made in recent decades. Already in the first international conference on 
Samaritan studies, held in the Holy Land in 1988, I called attention to the need to 
investigate the Samaritan exegesis on the Torah. This exegesis is written almost 
entirely in Middle Arabic and is ǎǘƛƭƭ ǳƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ {ŀŘŀǉŀΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ 
Genesis is the oldest such work to come down to us almost in its entirety, and in 
two manuscripts. Samaritan commentaries on the entire Torah indeed existed in 
the Middle Ages, but have not survived. The Samaritan Torah differs from the 
Masoretic Torah in over 6, 000 cases. 

 
The following subjects are discussed in this study. 
 

http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.2.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.1.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.1.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.2.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/valmadonna-trust-library-part-i-n09443/lot.2.html
http://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/samaritan-torah-scroll-nablus,-20th-century-76-c-6e94539ade
http://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/samaritan-torah-scroll-nablus,-20th-century-76-c-6e94539ade
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!ύ ¢ƘŜ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ CƛǊƪƻǾƛŎƘΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ 1,350 
manuscripts in number, purchased in Nablus in 1864. 
B) A survey of the exegesis of the Samaritan Torah: what has been studied and what has been published 
to date? 
C) Who was ṻadaqa al-Ṝakơm, who died in 1223? A sample of his opinions and poetry rendered into 
Hebrew. 
D) ṻadaqa al-ṜakơmΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ DŜƴŜǎƛǎΥ a{Φ wΦ IǳƴǘƛƴƎǘƻƴ олм ŀǘ .ƻŘƭŜƛŀƴ Library in Oxford and 
other manuscripts at the National Library of Russia in St. Petersburg. 
E) What portions of ṻŀŘŀǉŀΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΚ 
F) ṻŀŘŀǉŀΩǎ exegetical methods accompanied by examples. 
      1) Literal, homiletic and symbolic. 
      2) The method of similes. 
      3) Removal of anthropomorphism. 
      4) Etymology, Semantics and linguistic analysis. 
 
A systematic and comprehensive study of the Bodleian manuscript, which consists of 203 folios, provides 
the core of this study. I began publishing ṻŀŘŀǉŀΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ preliminary edition in a series:  
The first four parts, which include the first forty chapters of Genesis, were published in 2014-2015 in 
ΨΨ{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜΦΩΩ !ǘ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ substantial variants of Cam III 14 at the National Library of 
Russia in St. Petersburg will be added to the list of variants. 
 
Read the article in Hebrew: http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/al-Hasad_5.pdf  
 
http://shomron0.tripod.com/2014/julaug.pdf 
http://shomron0.tripod.com/2014/novdec.pdf 
http://shomron0.tripod.com/2015/mayjune.pdf 
http://shomron0.tripod.com/2015/julyaugust.pdf 
 
Also see: 

Differences between the Samaritans and the Jews 
Written in Arabic by Haseeb Shehadeh 
http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/differencesinarabic.pdf  
 
hƴ ŀ aŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƻŦ ΨYƛǊņō ŀƭ-ṟǳƭŦΩ ōȅ ṟaἉr (Finἕņŀǎύ ōΦ Lǎἕņǉ ŀƭ-ṜƛŦǘņǿơ 2011 (Full Version) by 
Haseeb Shehadeh 
~~~~~~~~~ 
New Publication: 
 
The History of the Israelite Keepers Based on Their Own 
Sources 
By Benyamim Tsedaka 
A.B. - Institute of Samaritan Studies Press 
Holon, Israel; Mount Gerizim, Samaria 
The book is written in modern Hebrew by Benyamim Tsedaka, and 
covers the period from Joshua bin Nun (17th century BCE) to the 
present (2015 CE). 
It is the third major lifework of Benyamim's extensive writing career, 
and is the highlight of his 106 publications. 
 

http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/al-Hasad_5.pdf
http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/differencesinarabic.pdf
http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/Maqaal_alkhulf__full.pdf
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It was published in Holon, Israel, on 17 November 2015 by the A.B. Institute of Samaritan Studies, with 
the help of the Ministry of Culture of the State of Israel. 
Benyamim dedicates his book to the Israelite Samaritan community, each family has received a 
complimentary copy. 
The Israelite Keepers almost disappeared completely, their numbers having fallen to 141 individuals in 
1919. Today, the community is 
thriving, comprising some 800 
souls, with a promising future 
guaranteed by the grace of the 
Almighty. 
The book is divided into 120 
chapters. At the end of each 
chapter detailed references to 
the sources for that chapter are 
provided. The entire book is 
written in the traditional 
vocabulary of the Torah, which 
gives it a unique style. This work 
is the result of painstaking 
research carried out over ten 
years. During this time Benyamim 
reviewed all the Israelite Samaritans' own resources, historical collections, ancient manuscripts, poetry, 
Midrash and Halacha. 
He found relevant material in hundreds of letters written by members of the community over a period of 
five hundred years, and in thousands of documents in the archives of the second president of Israel, the 
late Yitzhak Ben Zvi. Yitzhak Ben Zvi who was a father-figure to, and patron of the Israelite Samaritans, 
from his first meetings with them in his early 20s, until his death in 1963. 
This is the most complete historical collection, since ancient times. It encompasses 10 groups of sources, 
including the 14th century unfinished work of Abu Elfath Hadinfi, who came from Damascus in 1352-1355 
on the instruction of the Israelite-Samaritan High Priest, Phinhas b. Yusef Harrabban (High Priest in the 
years 1308-1363 CE). Abu Elfath wrote in Arabic, describing the period from the time of Joshua bin Nun 
up to the tenth century CE, 350 years before his own time. 
The 450 pages of this new book are divided into 900 columns, with lines numbered consecutively so they 
can be quoted or referenced conveniently. 
¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΥ ! {ƘƻǊǘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜ 
Samaritans, which draws on external sources to give a complete picture of what the Samaritans wrote, 
compared with what was written about them. 
The price of the new book in Israel is $150 (ILS 600) 
In the rest of the world it costs $200 (ILS 800), including shipping. 
Orders: through the secure PayPal button on this page Israelite Keepers of the website israelite-
samaritans.com  
Or from A.B. - Institute of Samaritan Studies, P.O. Box 1029, Holon, 5811001, Israel. 

 

˫˧ˬ˧ˮ˟ ˷ˢ ˸ˣˡ˪ˣ˸ ,ˢ˵ˡ˴ˬ ˧˲ ˪˰ ˫˧˶ˬ˧ˡˣˬ˧˪˪ .˟ .˞ ˭˩ˬ :˭ˣ˪ˣ˥ .˫˧˧ˬ˴˰ˢ ˫ˢ˧˸ˣ˶ˣ˵  ˰ˣ˧˯˟ ˸ˣˮ˶ˬˣ˷
.˪˞˷˧ ˸ˮ˧ˡˬ ˪˷ ˸ˣ˟˶˸˪ ˡ˶˷ˬˢ 2015 ,450 ˰ ˫ 

 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Tragedy of the Israelite-Samaritans and Their Ancient Manuscripts 

By Benyamim Tsedaka A.B. - Institute of Samaritan Studies  
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Tuesday, November 24, 2015 

I had the pleasure today to accept the invitation of Mr. David Wachtel, one of the directors of {ƻǘƘŜōȅΩǎ, 

the international public auction company in its New York branch to come and see two ancient Israelite 

Samaritan manuscripts that will be given to sale in the public auction of December 22, 2015. 

Myself consulting from time to time with dealers of antiquities and public auction companies in Israel and 

abroad, helping institutions and private collectors in cataloging and identifying such manuscripts and 

adding under request my own estimation of the value of each item. I had no contact so far with 

{ƻǘƘŜōȅΩǎΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ aǊΦ ²ŀŎƘǘŜƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 

aware to my work in cataloging Israelite-Samaritan manuscripts. 

 The source of these two 

manuscripts of the small collection 

of Israelite Samaritan Manuscripts 

bought mostly in public auctions 

from the large collection owned by 

late famous collector David 

Sassoon of Bombay and London. 

These two and others were bought 

by Mr. Jack Lunzer of Valmadonna 

Trust, London for his own 

collection. 

To make the story short, I was so 

excited to see again the two 

manuscripts after 15 years when I 

cataloged the entire collection 

with the permission of Mr. Lunzer 

ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ά!Φ.Φ - The Samaritan News Bi-Weekly Magazine. 

The more important of the two is a long fragment of the Pentateuch contains all the Book of Genesis and 

the first eight chapters of Exodus, divided into columns and written on a pure sheep skin - No doubt one 

of the most ancient manuscripts in the world today. Another fragment of the same scroll of 

Deuteronomy 9-34, I found in the Klau Library of Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati and published its 

details in the catalog of all 61 Israelite Samaritan Manuscripts in that library in 2012. Another fragment of 

this scroll of the Pentateuch of the last chapters of Leviticus and the beginning chapters of Numbers I 

found incidentally with Mr. David Sofer in 

London. 

 Since the fragment found at the Hebrew 

Union College, Cincinnati, includes part 

from an unknown copyist is known to be 

dated = 1145 CE, in the city of Gerar, the 

ancient name of Ashqelon, north of Gaza, 

where a written testimony of the famous 

Jewish traveler Benjamin of Tudela when 

he visited the city in 1187 CE, recording 300 

Israelite Samaritan families there at that 

time. 
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In that part of the testimony also mentioned that this Pentateuch, is one of two of the same unknown 

copyist dedicated to the Synagogue of Ashqelon, might be due to growth of the community and one of 

the synagogues there. 

During the persecution of the Ashqelon community, some of the ancient manuscripts found their way to 

the Shechem [Nablus] synagogue. The deteriorated ones were kept in the Nablus synagogue Geniza. 

1348 mss fragments were sold by the Samaritan leaders in 1864 to the Russian Karaite Chacham 

Abraham Firkovitz. The rest of the ruined fragments were sold to American and European visitors since 

then. This fact explains why there are fragments of the same scrolls in different collections. 

Concerning the other 

manuscript for sale it is a 

small Pentateuch codex 

also written on mostly 

sheep skin. The exact date 

of copying is missing but no 

doubt the manuscript was 

written in the 14th century 

or early 15th century. Other 

small sized manuscripts of 

the Pentateuch are located 

now in John Ryland Library 

in Manchester, England and 

Linder Museum of the 

Smithsonian in Washington 

DC. The specialty of the 

small sized Pentateuch was 

in use by Samaritan priests 

who would hang them on their necks to read most of the day. 

ItΩs a pity that large collections of ancient manuscripts in Europe being sold off in pieces at many public 

auctions, some times without knowing who bought them, but at least it is known that they are kept well 

in any place. 

Most of the 4000 Israelite Samaritan Manuscripts sold by the Israelite Samaritans during the 17th-20th 

centuries was at the time of awful poverty and decreasing numbers of Samaritans from hundreds to 141 

individuals in March 1919 [today app. 800]. 

Now, ancient Israelite Samaritan manuscripts are some of the most valued manuscripts in public 

auctions. 

Benyamim Tsedaka 

Pictures: from B. Tsedaka: Samaritan Scroll and codex of the Pentateuch for sale 
 

On December 10th, Benyamim Tsedaka posted on his Facebook page several photos from the collection 

of Israelite-Samaritan Manuscripts in the Library of Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati. .Ŝƴƴȅ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ΨIƻǿ 

precise and clear is the handwriting that has been well protected. It was copied in Ashkelon мптфκул /Φ9ΦΩ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ben.sedaka
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~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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{ƻŎƛŞǘŞ ŘΩ9ǘǳŘes Samaritaines: Call For Papers 

  
Dear Colleagues, 

I would like to invite you to present a paper at the 9th Congress of the {ƻŎƛŞǘŞ ŘΩ9tudes 

samaritaines that will be held in Prague, from July 31 to August 5, 2016. Please, write me the 
topic of your paper with a short summary before March 31, 2016. 

The congress will be held at the Protestant Theological Faculty, Charles University in 

tǊŀƎǳŜΣ 2ŜǊƴł фΣ tΦhΦ Box 529, CZ-115 55, Czech Republic. 

The participants at the congress will be accommodated in two hotels in the Old City of Prague, 
near the Old Town square. Both hotels will give to the participants of the congress prices much 
lower than usual in this historical locality. Please, write me at your earliest convenience the 
dates of your arrival and departure, and if you want a single room or a room for more persons. 
Please, write me the information concerning your accommodation before March 31, 2016. The 
date is the same as for the papers. 

The hotels are about 15 minutes by walk from the Protestant Theological Faculty, where the 
congress will be held. For that reason, those, who want to reserve an accommodation in closer 
proximity of the faculty, are free to book by themselves. 

The breakfast will be served in the hotels. Unfortunately, we cannot organize the lunches and 
the dinners; our university has no appropriate capacity for that in the city center. 

The amount of the conference fee will be specified later, when we are able to estimate the 
expenses related to the congress. 

For any information please write to me (dusek@etf.cuni.cz). 

Yours sincerely, 

Wŀƴ 5ǳǑŜƪ  Ph.D. 
Centre for Biblical Studies, Protestant Theological Faculty 
Charles University 
Cerna 9, P.O.Box 529 
CZ-115 55, Praha 1. Czech Republic 

See the Société ŘΩ9tudes samaritaines website at http://www.socsam.org/  

President: Magnar Kartveit 

Vice-president: Stefan Schorch 

Secretary: Arnaud Sérandour 

Treasurer: Ursula Schattner-Rieser 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.socsam.org/


TheSamaritanUpdate.com                                                                                          November/ December 2015 

9 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Naor Ban Abraahm posted this on his facebook page on Dec. 11, 

2015 

Nota: 
Shomrey há Torá Maranhão parabenizar nossos Candidatos  
O Sr. Ariel Haddad Ben Abraahm 
E o Sr. Ed Ben Abraahm pela postura , carinho e dedicação para 
com a nossa Comunidade. τ withFranklinAdriana Pyetro Gad 
Yossef, Eli Ben Abraahm, San Tardis, Mosheh Ben Mazal, Ben 

Sedaka, Ariel Haddad Ben Abraahm, Alex de Morais and Aryah Ben Abraahm. 

Brazil has a large number of people that believe in the Samaritans and their Torah. The group has been 

stimulated by the support of Samaritan Benyamim Tsedaka. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Past Lecture at the University of Wyoming sponsored by their Department of Religious Studies  

Thursday, September 17, 2015  

Professor Menachem Mor, University of Haifa, will present two lectures 
on Thursday, September 17, 2015. Please attend as follows: 

1:20-нΥор ǇΦƳΦΣ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ wƻƻƳ фΣ ά{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴǎ tŀǎǘ ϧ tǊŜǎŜƴǘτ
²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ¢ƘŜȅΚέ  

Abstract: Classic Jewish sources make it clear that they were considered 
Jews who had relinquished Judaism but would be accepted if they 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ άWŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘΦέ ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ŀ 
{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΚέ-- hotly disputed in ancient Jewish sourcesτemerged again in 
modern Israel with respect to the Law of Return, when they wanted to 
immigrate from Nablus to Israel and live as part of Israeli society. The first 
part of this lecture discusses a variety of ancient sources; the second part 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ 
Source: http://www.uwyo.edu/relstds/guest-speakers/  

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Digitale Samaritanen: erfgoed en het Palestijns-Israëlisch conflict 
Amerikaans onderzoeker Jim Ridolfo probeert de Samaritanen via digitalisering opnieuw toegang te 
geven tot hun erfgoed. De kleinste religieuze minderheid in het Heilige Land verloor door de eeuwen 
heen immers veel van haar religieuze manuscripten. Deze onvervangbare werken liggen nu verspreid in 
de archieven van tientallen landen. Met herwonnen toegang tot hun erfgoed, hopen de Samaritanen als 
brug te kunnen dienen in het Palestijns-Israëlisch conflict. 
C.H.I.P.S. StampMedia ς Tom Cassauwers 
http://www.dewereldmorgen.be/artikel/2015/11/20/digitale-samaritanen-erfgoed-en-het-palestijns-
israelisch-conflict  

~~~~~~~~~~ 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008720859632&fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/ariel.haddad.1
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008989368641
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008989368641
https://www.facebook.com/eli.silva.1441
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100010091283844
https://www.facebook.com/MoshebenMazal
https://www.facebook.com/ben.sedaka
https://www.facebook.com/ben.sedaka
https://www.facebook.com/ariel.haddad.1
https://www.facebook.com/alex.demorais.5
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009528020189
http://www.uwyo.edu/relstds/guest-speakers/
http://www.dewereldmorgen.be/artikel/2015/11/20/digitale-samaritanen-erfgoed-en-het-palestijns-israelisch-conflict
http://www.dewereldmorgen.be/artikel/2015/11/20/digitale-samaritanen-erfgoed-en-het-palestijns-israelisch-conflict
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008720859632&fref=photo

