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Your link to the Samaritan Update Index  
On January 1, 2017, the Samaritan Community numbered 796.  

 

 Future Events 
It has been 3655 years since the entrance into the Holy Land 

 ό{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊύ  
  

2017 
The Sixth Month 3656 - Monday evening, 21 August 2017 

The Seventh Month 3656 - Tuesday evening, 19 September 2017 
Festival of the 1st Day of the 7th Month 3656 Wednesday Sept. 20, Day of 

Atonement Friday Sept. 29, 2017 
Festival of Sukkot/ third Pilgrimage Wednesday Oct. 4, 2017 

Festival of the Eighth Day Wednesday Oct. 11, 2017 
The Eighth Month 3656 - Thursday Evening, 19 October 2017 
The Ninth Month 3656 - Friday Evening, 17 November 2017 
The Tenth Month 3656 - Sunday Evening, 17 December 2017 
The Eleventh Month 3656 - Tuesday Evening, 16 January 2018 

The Twelfth Month 3656 - Thursday Evening, 15 February 2018 
The Thirteenth Month 3656 - Saturday Evening, 17 March 2018 

The First Month 3656 - Sunday Evening, 15 April 2018 
Passover Sacrifice: Sunday evening between the sunsets (7:19 pm) 29 April 2018  

[Calculated by: Priest Yakkiir ['Aziz] b. High Priest Jacob b. 'Azzi ς Kiriat Luza, Mount Gerizim] 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Auction at Jerusalem of Gold Ltd. 
August 28, 2017, 5:30 PM EET Jerusalem, Israel 
 
Item Overview 
Description: A Samaritan composition on the calculation of the calendar 
and chronology, including a list of events and a list of high priests. Written 
in Nablus between the years 1920-1930.  
The manuscript is incomplete. The chronological lists reach up to the year 
"five and forty and nine hundred [to the Ishmaelites]", that is the Hijra 
(the Moslem calendar) - 1538.  
Attached is the opinion of Mr. Shlomo Tzuker, a manuscript expert.  
Thick paper. Eloquent Samaritan script. Emphases in red and green ink.  
Est: $1,000 - $2,000 [book was sold, cannot find purchase amount] 
39 pp. 20x12.5 cm. Condition: Very Good. New binding. Link 
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https://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/-1-c-5974ACCB64?utm_source=inv_kwalert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=keywordalertlive&utm_term=2#lotPanel1
https://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/-1-c-5974ACCB64?utm_source=inv_kwalert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=keywordalertlive&utm_term=2#lotPanel1
https://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/-1-c-5974ACCB64?utm_source=inv_kwalert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=keywordalertlive&utm_term=2
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Lot 67: Samaritan Manuscript - Contains a List of Events and a List of High Priests of Ancient 
Times - Nablus, circa 1920 - Important! 

~~~~~~~~~~  
The First Samaritan Medal Awarded to Mr. 
Bashar ElMasri 
 

The First Samaritan Medal for Peace and 
Humanitarian Achievements  
was Awarded to Mr. Bashar ElMasri - The great 
Builder  
and Establisher of Rawabi, the First Palestinian City 

A distinguished Samaritan Delegation came on 
Wednesday, August 9, 2017 to the Rawabi, the first 
Palestinian City, between Beer Zeit to Ramalla to 
the ceremony of awarding its builder and 
establisher Mr. Bashar ElMasri the first Samaritan 
Medal for Peace and Humanitarian Achievements. 

The Priests Abraham b. Phinhas and Yusef b. 
Tsedaka headed the delegation with dignitaries of 
the Mount Gerizim Samaritan Community: Menashe 
b. Tamim Altif, Yusef b. ôAfif Altif and Chefetz b. 
Marchiv the Marchivi. Also present Yitzhaq Altif the 
Secretary of Mount Gerizim Community Committee 
and its member Ben-Yehuda Altif. Also were Yahav 
Altif, the witer of this report Benyamim and his 
brother Yefet b. Ratson Tsedaka. 

The High Priest ôAbed-El could not come to the ceremony due to fact that he was not feeling well that 
day. 
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The visit started with a short tour in a minibus around the new Palestinian City Rawabi. The 
delegation was very impressed from what they have seen. The city still in its advanced development 
and will be complete in a couple of years, high condominiums, shopping center, cultural center, an 
amphitheater for 15,000 guests, schools, kindergartens, gardens, artificial waterfall etc. The city was 
built with encouragement from the Government of Israel in a form of the letter Q which is the 
beginning character of the Principality of Qatar who invested a lot of money in building the city. So far 
the city populated in only 10% of its capacity which will be complete by 40,000 residents eventually. 

 

The polite Guide Mr. 
Nassar has mentioned 
many times the initial 
obstacles in building 
Rawabi relating it to no 
other choice under what 
so called by him, òThe 
Israeli Occupationñ. The 
Samaritans are the last to 
hear such complaints 
since they are not involved 
by their own choice in 
politics unless if the 
subject is their own 
concern and reflects on 
their own political future 
and existence. But the 
guide should put his finger 

on the fact that Rawabi is the only new Palestinian city in the Middle East and in the entire world 
thanks to Israelós policy to let the Palestinians develop their own life by their own hands in dignity and 
self-confidence, because Israel considers the building of Rawabi as a positive subject.  

At the end 
of the 
interesting 
tour the 
delegation 
arrived to 
the 
reception 
hall where 
the 
ceremony of 
awarding 
the Medal 
has started. 
The 
recipient Mr. 
ElMasri has 
welcomed 
nicely and 
warmly all 
members of 
the 
delegation. Dozens of local journalists and from abroad, as radio and TV crews had written and 
photographed all the ceremony. On the stage sited 5 persons, The Priest Abraham b. Phinhas, a 
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representative of the Palestinian Authority; Secretary Yitzhaq Altif, Mr. ElMasri and the writer of this 
report. 

Priest Abraham b. Phinhas has blessed ElMasri with the blessing of the High Priests as it is written in 
Numbers, 6:22-27. Mr. Elmasri looked so happy with this special gesture. 

Secretary Altif read the document of the rights and qualities of ElMasri to be awarded with the Medal. 
Mr. Elmasri is the nephew of another great builder Mr. Munib ElMasri a recipient of the Samaritan 
Medal and great builder like him. In his youth Mr. Bashar Elmasri as a Nablus born studied with 
young Samaritans. His family moved to America where he specialized in construction of big cities. 
Then he returned home to help his own people. 

The Representative of the Palestinian Authority remarked prominently the better relations between 
the Palestinian Government and the Samaritans. Then Benyamim Tsedaka awarded the Medal to Mr. 
ElMasri utilizing the short moments to explain to Elmasri and the Palestinian noble guests as well as 
the many persons of the press the special status of the Israelite Samaritans as a bridge of peace 
between the Palestinians and Israel. 

The writer said how important is making peace in this region to future of his own people, the Israelite 
Samaritans. Benyamim remarked specially the remarkable contribution of Bashar ElMasri to achieve 
peace in the region by giving the wide opportunity to many thousands of Palestinian employees to 
have their own residence and good jobs to live their life from now on in respect and dignity, which in 
total serves the idea of honoring Mr. Bashar ElMasri with the Samaritan Medal of Peace and 
Humanitarian Achievements. 

Benyamim said to ElMasri that playing the roll of being a bridge of peace between the two entities 
caused a big respect by both entities towards the Israelite Samaritans, since the Samaritans give the 
same respect to Israel and the the Palestinian Authority. Benyamim asked ElMasri to continue with 
his blessed work to the benefit of his own people. 

Mr. Elmasri paid his own gratitude to the Board of the Samaritan Medal Foundation. He said that he is 
very excited by the idea. He told the audiences about his long friendship with some of the Samaritans 
on Mount Gerizim. In a couple of months he will head a delegation of the City of Rawabi to Mount 
Gerizim to check closely some projects of development on the Mountain. 

Then all the dignified guests were invited to a special and tasty fish and salads lunch where Elmasri 
chatted quietly and widely with his Samaritan friends. He laughed loudly when the writer told him that 
he is so good in welcoming guests as the Samaritans do themselves. 

Benyamim Tsedaka 

Pictures: Awarding the Samaritan Medal to Mr, Bashar ElMasri 

~~~~~~~~~ 

The front page of current issue of the magazine: A.B. - The Samaritan News 
No. 1244-1245 - 1.8.2017 - 100 pages. 

Editors: The brothers Benyamim and Yefet b. Ratson Tsedaka 
Bi-Weekly, First published in December 1, 1969 

The Headlines: 

- The National Library in Jerusalm has Donated One Million English Pounds to the British Library in 
London, England, and One Million Euros to the National Library in Paris, France for Digitizing their 
Samaritan Manuscripts Collections to Make Them Accessible in their Internet Huge Sites to Every 
Interested Surfer 

- Today starts the Project of the New Contruction of the Main Road Inside Kiriat Luza, Mount Gerizim 
After the New Construction of Bracha-Kiriat Luza Road is Complete 

Picture: A Deteriorated Fragment from an Ancient Samaritan Torah Codex was Found in Cairo Geniza 

In the Section in English: - Connecting Palestinian Authority Samaritans with Israel By: David Rosenberg 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~  



TheSamaritanUpdate.com                                                                                  July / August 2017 

 

5 

 

Five New Articles from Haseeb Shehadeh  

 

 

Read more at http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/thelightofpoetry.pdf  

 

Read more at http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/fiftyyearstotheunification.pdf  

http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/thelightofpoetry.pdf
http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/fiftyyearstotheunification.pdf
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Read more at http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/ahousethatyoubuild.pdf  

 
Read more at http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/abushamattheagile.pdf  

http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/ahousethatyoubuild.pdf
http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/abushamattheagile.pdf

