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Sadaqa al-Hakim and his Commentary on Genesis
H. Shehadeh
University of Helsinki

In this study an attempt is made to shed light on a central subject in the field of
Samaritanism that has not yet received adequate investigation despite the progress made
in recent decades. Already in the first international conference on Samaritan studies, held
in the Holy Land in 1988, I called attention to the need to investigate the Samaritan
exegesis on the Torah. This exegesis is written almost entirely in Middle Arabic and is
still unpublished. Sadaga’s commentary on Genesis is the oldest such work to come down
to us almost in its entirety, and in two manuscripts. Samaritan commentaries on the entire
Torah indeed existed in the Middle Ages, but have not survived. The Samaritan Torah
differs from the Masoretic Torah in over 6, 000 cases.

The following subjects are discussed in this study.

A) The Samaritan manuscripts, especially Abraham Firkovich’s collection, approximately
1,350 manuscripts in number, purchased in Nablus in 1864.
B) A survey of the exegesis of the Samaritan Torah: what has been studied and what has
been published to date?
C) Who was Sadaqa al-Hakim, who died in 1223? A sample of his opinions and poetry
rendered into Hebrew.
D) Sadaga al-Hakim’s commentary on Genesis: MS. R. Huntington 301 at Bodleian
Library in Oxford and other manuscripts at the National Library of Russia in St.
Petersburg.
E) What portions of Sadaga’s commentary have been published?
F) Sadaqa’s exegetical methods accompanied by examples.

1) Literal, homiletic and symbolic.

2) The method of similes.

3) Removal of anthropomorphism.

4) Etymology, Semantics and linguistic analysis.

A systematic and comprehensive study of the Bodleian manuscript, which consists of 203
folios, provides the core of this study. I began publishing Sadaga’s commentary in a
preliminary edition in a series: The first four parts, which include the first forty chapters
of Genesis, were published in 2014-2015 in ‘“Samaritan Update.” At a later stage the
substantial variants of Cam III 14 at the National Library of Russia in St. Petersburg will
be added to the list of variants.
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