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Sadagah al-Hakim’s Commentary on Genesis
Part Three
Chapters XXI— XXX
Preliminary edition

by Haseeb Shehadeh

The first part that includes the commentary of the first six chapters was published
in http://shomron0.tripod.com/2014/julaug.pdf
http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/Sadagap1.pdf

The second part that includes the commentary of the chapters VII—XX was
published in http://shomron0.tripod.com/2014/novdec.pdf
http://shomron0.tripod.com/articles/Sadaqa?2 .pdf

This thirteenth-century Arabic commentary by the physician Sadagah b. abu al-
Farag Munagga b. Sadagah b. Gartib al-Samiriyy al-Dimashqiyy (d. 1223) is the
oldest commentary to have come down to us. It has survived in two manuscripts:
R. Huntington 301 in the Bodleian Library, Oxford (203 fols., Genesis 1: 2 — 50:
5) and Cam III 14 (114 fols., Genesis 1: 4—49: 16) in the Russian National Library
in Saint Petersburg. The portion of the commentary that appears below reflects
Sadaqah’s broad knowledge of medicine, as well as of Rabbinic, Karaite and
Arabic sources of philosophy, grammar and exegesis. This portion, including the
first six chapters of Genesis, has been ready in my computer for almost two
decades. Unfortunately, I did not find the time to continue with this project, and I
therefore decided to make this portion available to Samaritans as well as to all who
are interested and able to read and understand this kind of Arabic. This edition is
based on R. Huntington 301 with some readings taken from Cam III 14. Based on
my preliminary research into the latter manuscript (as well as Cam III 5 and 6), I
can say that this source does not present substantially different readings from R.
Huntington 301. The character 1 or the word J—=¥/ stands for the Oxford
manuscript and the character _u stands for the manuscript in Saint Petersburg. The
slash indicates the end of one page and the beginning of the next.

It should be mentioned that almost 11% of the Oxford manuscript, 22 first folios,
was rendered into modern Hebrew by A. Loewenstamm in the early 1980s. A
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facsimile of the text and the translation were published in Jerusalem in 2008.

Blau, Joshua (ed.), Karaite and Samaritan Studies Collected and Posthumous
Papers by Ayala Loewenstamm. Jerusalem: The Academy of the Hebrew Language
2008, pp. 4-135.

Shehadeh, Haseeb, Commentaries on the Torah. In: Alan D. Crown, R. Pummer &
A. Tal, A Companion to Samaritan Studies. Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr (Paul
Siebeck), 1993, pp. 59-61.

Shehadeh, Haseeb, Sadagah al-Hakim and his Commentary on Genesis, in: Alan D.
Crown & Lucy Davey (editors), Essays in Honour of G.D. Sixdenier. New
Samaritan Studies of the Société D Etudes Samaritaines. Volumes III & IV.
Mandelbaum Publishing, University of Sydney, Studies in Judaica, No. 5, 1995,
pp. 457-463.

Shehadeh, Haseeb, Linguistic Components in the 12th Century Commentary on
Genesis by Sadaqa al Hakim (read:13th century). A.B. Samaritan News, 896-897,
1/4/2005, pp. 20-19, 898-899, 8/4/2005, pp. 20-19, 900, 15/4/2005, pp. 28-26,
9001-902, 6/5/2005, pp. 20-19, 903-904, 20/5/2005, pp. 20-19, 905-906,
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