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1. See Jean-Pierre Rothschild, Samaritan Manuscripts. In: Alan D. Crown (ed.), The Samaritans. J. C. B. Mohr
(Paul Siebeck) Tiibingen 1989, pp. 771-794. ¢ pa e Jiaxill g Alal) 5y poaill Liaald 5 lail Aalay JWall 136 O gisa
La) il Sl Glasive. A, B. The Samaritan News 826-827, 15/11/2003, p. 10; Haseeb Shehadeh, A Preliminary
Report on the Samaritan Collection of Manuscripts in St. Petersburg. In: 4. B. The Samaritan News 591—594,
20.8.1993, pp. 19-31 (Hebrew) and: Proceedings of the Eleventh World Congress of Jewish Studies. Jerusalem,
22—29 June 1993, Division D Volume I The Hebrew Language, Jewish Languages, The World Union of Jewish
Studies. Jerusalem 1994, pp. 61—64; Haseeb Shehadeh & Tapani Harviainen, How Did Abraham Firkovich
Acquire the Great Collection of Samaritan Manuscripts in Nablus in 1864? Studia Orientalia 73 (Helsinki 1994)
pp. 167-192; A. B. The Samaritan News 633—636 (13.4.1995), pp. 180-158 and Hebrew Summary, pp. 6, 8-12.
2. See Haseeb Shehadeh, Three Samaritan Manuscripts in the German Protestant Institute of Archaeology in
Jerusalem (Arabic) In: . A. B. -The Samaritan News-Weekly issue no. 1048-1049, 18.9.2009, pp. 77-91 with
English summary.
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Rudolpho Macuch Septuagenario Ab Amicis Et Discipulis Dedicata. Otto Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden 1989, pp.
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Haseeb Shehadeh, When Did Arabic Replace Samaritan Aramaic? In: Language Studies Dedicated to Prof. Z.

Ben-Hayyim, ed. M. Bar-Asher et al. Magnes, Hebrew University. Jerusalem 1983, pp. 515—528 (Hebrew).
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ABSTRACT

Binyamim Tsedaka, The Collection of Samaritan Manuscripts in the Klau Library of the
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion Cincinnati, Ohio, USA. Cincinnati:
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion; A.B. -Institute of Samaritan Studies.
2011 (Hebrew). ISBN 0-87820-466-0.

It is an open secret that manuscripts are one of the most important sources for Samaritan
research, if not the most important. In addition a profound knowledge of the three Semitic
languages, Hebrew, Aramaic and Arabic, in all of their manifestations, is vital. From the third
century down to the present day the body of extant Samaritan literature has been presented in
at least one of these languages. The number of Samaritan manuscripts known is estimated to
be more than 4,000. These manuscripts are preserved in public and private libraries around
the world, including in the Holy Land, Europe, the United States, Australia, Canada, and
Russia. In the Holy Land, for instance, in the German Protestant Institute of Archaeology
located in the Auguste-Victoria-Compound in Arab Jerusalem there are sixteen
Samaritan manuscripts that were unknown until three years ago, when I discovered
them there. Special mention should also be made of the Russian National Library in
Saint Petersburg, where nearly 1,350 manuscripts are preserved in the Firkovitch
Samaritan Collection.

Recently, a valuable catalogue of Samaritan manuscripts in the Klau Library of the
Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnati, Ohio, was
published by a Samaritan author. Mr. Binyamim Ratson Tsedaka (b. 1944), the head
of the A.B. - Institute for Samaritan Studies and one of the editors of the periodical,
A.B. -The Samaritan News, in Holon, prepared the catalogue during annual visits to
the United States from 2001 to 2007. The catalogue describes 61 manuscripts
comprising more than thirteen thousand pages, the oldest dating back to the eleventh
and twelfth centuries. The lion’s share, however, was copied during the last two
centuries. Even though these manuscripts have been preserved in the Klau Library
since 1927, little was known about them until recently. Tsedaka dedicated his
catalogue to his late parents, Ratson Tsedaka (1922—1990) and Batya Tsedaka
(1926—2010) and arranged the material into twelve categories according to the
subject matter:

1) Pentateuchs, 9 mss; one from the fifteenth century, is biglotta, Hebrew-Arabic in
Samaritan script, HUC Sam. MS 1. Examination of one page reproduced in facsimile
shows an old version of the Arabic translation of the Torah. In this article special
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attention is given to this Torah, and I hope to receive a copy of the manuscript in the
near future in order to examine it adequately.

2) An Aramaic translation (Targum) of the Samaritan Torah, one ms copied in 1911,
HUC Sam. MS 20.

3) Prayer books, 15 mss. HUC Sam. MS 14, a poem to the night of atonement, is
worth mentioning here. It is an autograph by the well-known Samaritan scholar
Abraham El-<Ayyeh, (1719—1789), in 1743.

4) Torah commentaries, 9 mss, most of them in Arabic. Further details are given
below.

5) Law and religious practice, 11 mss.

6) Language and reading, 2 mss.

7) Responsa, 3 mss.

8) Torah’s homilies (midrashim), 2 mss.

9) Chronicles, 6 mss.

10) Personal events, 3 mss.

11) Calendars, one ms.

12) A drawing of the Tabernacle and its utensils, one ms.

There is an index of most of the proper names mentioned in the catalogue, with a
single manuscript number in which the name appears, but not a comprehensive listing
of all the name’s appearances. At the beginning of every manuscript description is an
English resume in which names are transcribed according to modern Samaritan
pronunciation. This resume is followed by a more detailed description in Hebrew. It
would have been easier for readers as well as important to find all occurrences of a
given name at the same place in the index. The 61 manuscripts described in the
catalogue are not systematically numbered. A comprehensive index of proper names
and an index of subjects have been provided here in my article to serve students of
Samaritanology. Among those proper names are: <Amram Dara, Marqe, Ninna b.
Marge, al-Dustan, Tavia b. Darta, Abu al-Hasan (Av Hisda) Ishaq Aba Ibrahim b. Farag
(Marhiv) b. Mariit (late 11th century—beginning of the 12th century, usually incorrectly cited
in scholarly circles), Yusuf al-<Uskariyy, Abli Sa<id b. ab1 al-Husain b. ab1 Sac<id (the reviser
of the old Arabic translation of the Pentateuch, 13th century, Egypt), Ibn Sadiin, Al-Qabbast,
Al-Rumaihiyy, El-<Ayyeh.

The author did well in publishing facsimiles of the manuscripts, 61 in all — one page from
every manuscript. On the basis of this material I observed various linguistic usages in Arabic
as shown at the end of this article. In addition I made a list of corrigenda during my reading
which appears at the end of my review. Tsedaka added a wealth of information throughout
the catalogue. The collection and classification of such material can contribute to numerous
aspects of Samaritanology. In several cases there are unjustified repetitions; for example, the
same paragraphs are given in both Samaritan script and Assyrian characters, sometimes
followed by a modern Hebrew translation. A list of bi-lingual vocabulary, showing
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equivalent words in Samaritan Aramaic and Modern Hebrew would have been useful and
would have saved much space in the catalogue. In some cases serious readers would like to
know the sources for such statements as the murder of the Kohen Ishaq b. Salama by Arabs
in the Samaritan bath (Hammam) in Nablus.

With the publication of this catalogue an important step has been taken towards documenting

the most important source for Samaritan studies — the manuscripts numbering more than 4,
000.



