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A Sample of Samaritan Tales

An Arabic translation of twenty-one Samaritan tales written in modern Hebrew is presented
here along with annotations. These tales were published a decade ago in a volume entitled:
The Samaritans: Cooking, Traditions and Customs, written and photographed by Dan
(Dantsu) Arnon. The volume also contains forty-three recipes by Batia Tsedaka and her sister
Zippora Tsedaka. Tel Aviv 1999 (in Hebrew). The tales were narrated by twelve Samaritans
including Ratson Tsedaka (1922-1990) with six tales, Sabri b. Isma‘il al-Danfi with two tales,

and Tsedaka b. Ishaq al-Kahin, with one legend. Among these storytellers there is only one
woman, Batia Tsedaka (1925-2010), with one tale.

The last legend, entitled “Baba Rabba and the Copper Fowl”, is anonymous. These relatively
short legends were orally transmitted from generation to generation. The oldest dates back to
the fourth century A.D. and the most recent comes from the last century. As far as we know,
these tales were neither recorded nor written down in phonetic transcription. Twelve such
Samaritan legends were published by Ratson Tsedaka and Dr. David Noy in Haifa in 1965. In
addition there are 100 stories preserved in the archive of popular stories at the library of Haifa
University.

Among these legends, mention can be made of the following titles: ‘Agbon, Germon and a
baby in the basket (4th century); the pain of learning the Torah; a sack of raisins; joy at the
end of the summer; Abi Faris drives away an evil spirit; a big spoon for many mouths; the
miracle of the Passover sacrifice; and the clay pot of oil will remain; this is a meal and this is

its reward; the ring; the hand raised up in the sea; the magician and the Kohen and the miracle
of the lamb.
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In addition to the twenty-one legends with happy endings, I included one more. Its title is
“The nun daughter of the High Priest ‘Amram”. The oldest source of this tale is a history
book by Abu al-Fath ben abi al-Hasan al-SamirT al-Danafi from the fourteenth century. A
manuscript of this chronicle copied by Abii al-Hasan b. Ya‘qub in 1932 is at my disposal. The
publication of this tale is based on this source (pp. 92-96). The reader will easily discover that
this legend is written in Middle Arabic.
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