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Arabic & English Translations of Ahad ha-<Am’s Article on the Samaritans
By. H. Shehadeh
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Below I present an article on the Samaritans written around 1905 by Asher Zvi (Hirsch)
Ginsberg (1856-1927, known as “one of the people”). It is accompanied by my translation
into Arabic for the Samaritans of Nablus and their old brothers in Holon whose mother
tongue is still Arabic. Needless to say, this translation can also serve everyone who knows
Arabic and is interested in Samaritanism. An English translation is added for those who do
not know either Arabic or Hebrew, and they are numerous among the scholars of
Samaritanism.
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The Samaritans
by Ahad Ha<am

One of the most terrible sights in the world is a heart filled with anxiety and infinite sadness.
Such a scene is in a sense a picture of dying, of a struggle of life and death, of existence
versus nothing.

Draper [John William Draper 1811-1882, American philosopher, scientist, historian], one of
the scholars, said that the saddest death is the death of an ancient religion. But since religion
is only a part of the culture of any people, one may add to his wise words that the starvation
of an ancient people is more difficult than the death of an ancient religion. People who for
many generations lived and fought for their existence have alternately been victorious and
have been defeated, until finally their source of life dried up, their power left them, and the tie



between them and the whole world was broken. They have nothing in common with other
nationalities. Such people have been abandoned, left in a remote and dark corner, alone and
struggling against the inevitability of death.

We are witnessing just such a tragedy now, not on a desert island, but in “the Navel of the
Earth” — in the land of Israel. The dying people, namely the Samaritans, have been our
enemies since ancient times. With us, they have lived a life filled with emotion and activity
throughout antiquity, a time when the world had a completely different image. They have
fought against us and we against them (or vice versa — since they initiated peace). Great
hatred and jealousy were rife on both sides, yet the affairs of life, its demands and its
changes, were common to both peoples, as in those days was also the case with other nations
that came closer to each other as a result of the power of Assyria and Babylonia, Persia,
Greece, and Rome. We continued to live together from generation to generation, each
generation having its own life until we arrived at the present. We share with them this new
life, and moreover, new hopes and youthful aspirations were aroused in us, as if we were
born yesterday. They are our miserable enemies whose blood dried within them for many
generations; they did not have the power to change form and rejuvenate themselves. Age
caught up with them, and now they are dying before our eyes. Their world consists of only
the four cubits on Mount Gerizim, where they are despondent, excommunicated and waiting
for their end.

And in their last moments the desire for life dominates, after the manner of every living
thing, and they shepherd their remaining powers to resist death and ask for help from the
outside world. To whom will they turn? They are strangers to the entire present-day world,
with no contacts or means of negotiation, no artefacts or memories shared with any living
nation across the country. Behold, they remember that a thousand years ago, while they were
walking amongst the living, they had a deadly enemy — a close neighbour or a brother who
pulled away from them — and this enemy is still alive. This enemy is therefore the one person
under heaven who is not an alien to them at all and with whom there is a joint chapter of
history, full of hostility, competition, and blood, but still a common hostility, competition, and
blood . . . and behold they stretch their hands to their foe and look at him pleadingly.

The periodicals announced that the Samaritan community in Israel had founded a school of
its own and because the school was unable to meet its financial needs, it turned to Agudath
Israel in England to ask for assistance. Naturally, the request was supported with historic
memories presented in a pleasant form. Instead of hatred and war, the request made mention
of “the brotherhood”...

And coarse laughter full of poison burst from some of Israel’s periodicals — some of them
religious) and others cultural. These have responded to the request of the dying with
offensive remarks and curses and with the same ancient reply, which has yet to be shown to
be appropriate at that time: “We cannot build together.”

The question that ought to be raised is this: even if the blood of our brother “Ephraim” [the
Samaritans] does not flow in the veins of this dying enemy of ours and even if all of his blood
down to the last drop is only from “Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, and from Sepharvaim” [2 Kings
17:24], it would not be fitting for genial people [the Jews] to look on such an historical



tragedy with laughter or heedlessness, especially as the people of Israel find it miraculous that
they themselves exist.



